Abstract: Bulgaria is one of the European countries with the greatest biodiversity, including biodiversity of medicinal plants. The object of this study is Chepan Mountain. It is located in Western
Introduction
Chepan Mountain is part of the Western part of Balkan Mountain, the longest mountain chain in Bulgaria, which divides the country into two parts: North and South Bulgaria. Chepan Mountain bordered to the north by the valley of the Nishava River, to the east bordered to Mala Mountain, to the south are Dragoman marsh and Ponor Mountain and on the west the road Dragoman-Godech separates it from the neighboring hills. The mountain is oriented in an east-west. Its length is about 20 km, and its width varies from 2.5 to 5.5 km. Its area is about 80 km 2 . The highest peak is Petrov crast height 1205.6 m above sea level, located in the western part of the mountain, about 3 km northeast of the town of Dragoman.
At the foot of the mountain there are 14 villages connected by roads, describing the belt around it. The only cities in the neighborhood are Dragoman, located in the southwestern foothills and Godech, located in remote north. The mountain is about 6 km from the border checkpoint KalotinaDimitrovgrad. Next to the mountain, there are international road E80 and the railway line connecting 10 .1515/asn-2015-0004 ©2015 "K.Preslavsky"University of Shumen. All rights reserved Bulgaria with Serbia. In phytogeographic terms Chepan Mountain is located in the Balkan floristic province of the European deciduous forest area. It is located in two floristic regions: the western parts are in Znepolski floristic region and east parts are in Stara planina (Western) floristic region. During the Crusades, between the cities of Nis and Sofia there was a huge array, that included Chepan Mountain and was going through narrow mountain roads [1] . Today, in the mountain dominates the treeless landscape. Its entire length Chepan Mountain is a typical karst terrain with typical phenomena: karst surfaces, potholes and cliffs. Southern and southwestern slopes of the mountain are rugged, with rocky valleys and rock ledges with steep slope, making them difficult to pass. At the bottom of the northern slopes reserved arrays of deciduous forests. On the southern slopes are common mosaic cultures of pine.
In 1889, during his third trip to Bulgaria Velenovski, accompanied by his collaborator Hermengild Shkorpil collected and described plants near to town of Dragoman. In the following years Shkorpil continues to send materials to Velenovski from this region. The results are reflected in the first Bulgarian flora and supplement to it [2] .
The herbaceous vegetation of Chepan Mountain is explored by Velchev as part of a study of grass cover near to the area Dragoman-Belidie Khan [3] . The study of the flora of the mountain is made by Tashev and Angelova [4, 5, 6] . They found the presence of 465 species and subspecies of vascular plants belonging to 252 genera and 63 families and publish data on the medicinal plants in the mountain [7] . The current information on species with conservation status gives Angelova [8] . Later it was expanded and extended together with Tashev [6] . We conducted a detailed study of the flora as a result of which found the presence of 784 species of wild vascular plants belonging to 378 genera and 84 families. 45% of the territory of the protected area [9] . The aims of the protected area are the following:
1. Keeping the area of the natural habitats and the habitats of species and their populations under protection within the protected area.
2. Preserving the natural state of the natural habitats and the habitats of the species subject to conservation in the protected area, including the natural habitat for these species composition, characteristic species and environmental conditions.
3. Recovery if necessary of the areas and the natural condition of the priority habitats and the habitats of the species as well as the populations of the species subject to protection within the protected area.
The subjects to protection in the protected area are 17 natural habitats and 3 plant species. Thereof in Chepan Mountain there are 12 habitats and one plant species Himantoglossum caprinum (Bieb.) C. Koch.
The aim of our study was to perform a new inventory of the medicinal plants of Chepan Mountain. The reason for this is that in the study of flora of the mountain we found significantly greater wealth of species. The results of our study of the flora of the mountain not yet been published.
Materials and Methods
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This survey was conducted on the route method in the period 2010-2011. The medicinal plants are under the Annex to the Medicinal Plants Act [10] , supplemented with data from the literature on the medicinal plants in Bulgaria. In determining the species are used: Handbook for Vascular Plants in Bulgaria [11] , Flora of PR Bulgaria, Volumes 1 to 9 [12, 13] and Flora of the Republic of Bulgaria, Volume 10 [14] . The names of the taxa are under Conspectus of the Bulgarian vascular flora [15] .
The life forms are represented in the system of Raunkiaer [16] . For their determination are used Flora of PR Bulgaria, Volumes 1 to 9 [12, 13] and Flora of the Republic of Bulgaria, Volumes 10 and 11 [14, 17] . Biological types are defined by Handbook for Plants in Bulgaria [18] . The floristic elements and the endemics are under Conspectus of the Bulgarian vascular flora [15] . Relics are presented under Gruev & Kuzmanov [19] , Peev & al. [20] Peev [21] , Boža & al. [22] .
The conservation statute is recognized using the following documents: Annex II to Council Directive 92/43/EEC of the European Community to protect natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora [23] , Appendix I to Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) [24] , Appendix II to Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) [25] , Red Data Book of the Republic of Bulgaria, Vol. 1. Plants and Fungi [26] , IUCN Red List for Bulgaria [27] , Annex III and Annex IV to Biological Diversity Act [28] . Described species are included in Order for special arrangements for the conservation and use of the medicinal plants [29] .
The anthropophytes are presented by Stefanov & Kitanov [30] .
Results and Discussion
As a result of our investigations of Chepan Mountain 344 species, belonging to 237 genera and 83 families were identified. This represents 43.88% of the species, 62.53% of families and 93.26% of the families of vascular plants identified by us in the mountain.
Medicinal Plants of Chepan Mountain are 40.76% of the species, 53.38% of the genera and 70.34% of the families of the medicinal plants in Bulgaria. Systematic list of identified species is presented in Appendix 1.
The most of the families and genera are presented with smaller number of lower taxa, from 1 to 4. The majority of families, 76 (87.36%) were presented with 1-4 genera. Only 11 (12.64%) of the families included 5 or more genera (Table 1) . In the analysis of the life forms (Table 2 ) was found dominant participation of the hemicryptophytes, 171 species (49.71%), followed by the phanerophytes, 48 species (13.95%) and the therophytes, 47 species (13.66%). Regarding the phytogeographical structure (Table 4 ) the highest percentage of the species is of European type (58.43%), followed by species of Mediterranean (16.28%) and Boreal type (11.92%). 
Conclusions
The inventory of the medicinal plants on the territory of Chepan Mountain is only the first step in a long series of studies required: mapping of the distribution, inquiry status, threats and prospects of the population, resource characteristics of the deposits of industrial stocks. Not registered effects that lead to overexploitation and destruction of the habitats of the medicinal plants. The obtained data can be used as a basis for comparison with the data of the medicinal plants in other floristic regions, and in the study of the flora of different geographical sites in Znepolski floristic region and Stara planina (Western) floristic region.
